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United Arab Emirates Flag History

lda

The flag of the United Arab Emirates was raised for the
first time on 2 December 1971 by the late founding father
Sheikh Zayed bin Sultan Al Nahyan (may he rest in peace)
during the celebrations of the UAE National Day for the
establishment of the union.

8

The flag was designed by His Excellency Abdullah Al

Maeena who participated in a competition held by Al-Ittihad

newspaper in late 1971 to design the flag of the United Arab
Emirates. The colors of the flag (red, green, white and black)

were inspired from an old verse of Safi al-Din al-Hilli's poem.

“White are our acts, Ligilio yau”
green our fields, syl yo a>
black our battles, Li=il8g g
and red our swords” “Lslgo so>

- Safi al-Din al-Hil oAl wall oo -




Flag height ¢las;l

l 1/4 in width I
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Technicalities

3/4 in width
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The width of the flag is twice the height
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National Flag

According to the Federal Law No. 2 of 1971,
which was amended by Federal Law Decree
No. 13 of 2019, the flag of the United Arab
Emirates is rectangular, its width is twice its
height, and it is divided into four rectangular
sections. The first section is red and forms
the part of the flag closest to the pole, its
height is the height of the flag and its width
equals a quarter of the flag's width. The
other three sections form the rest of the
flag and are horizontal, parallel, and equal:
the top one is green, the middle is white,
and the bottom is black.
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White color symbolizes giving,
and the state’s approach to
support peace and security in
the world.

Green symbolizes growth,
prosperity and a green
environment, and cultural
renaissance in the country.

Black color symbolizes the
strength of the sons of the
state and their severity, and
the rejection of injustice and
extremism.

Red color symbolizes the
sacrifices of the generation
that established the union,
and the sacrifices of the
nation’'s martyrs to protect its
achievements and gains.

sl Joe Ul son waadl ool
acll o)l mging cliaslly
A o3ls el

cloill ] 305 52331 ¢yolll
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clif 898 ] 1ax 392031 oLl
(80 3c0 pgiring Aol
kil oLl LA

ez Sleliae U] 3050 50531 0l
clagd Olowais obodl Guwl
liSog dlisie Llasd bl

White
Pantone  000C
HEX HEFFFEF

Black
Pantone  Black 6C
HEX #000000

Red
Pantone  186C
HEX #c8102e

Green
Pantone  348C
HEX #00843d
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Flag Applications
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Type of fabric
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The flag should be printed on the highest percentage of polyester mixed
fabric, a sustainable polyester fabric, and the fabric should be matt and
not have a shine.

Polyester features:

- Fire retardant

- UV resistant

- Resists damage from soil acids and alkalis

- Porosity allows good interplay bond between layers of membrane

- Exhibits good strength and tear resistance g %
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Gold Wood

For indoor usage, the flagpole should
have a strong base with a height of up to
3 meters. Indoor flagpoles can be either
gold, silver, or wooden (Kindly see and
follow the figure above).
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Flagpoles
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Indoor Usage
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Please also consider the following for the flag used in indoor ceremonies:

- Indoor ceremonial flags must be printed on a matte polyester fabric

- The flag must not touch the ground and be at least 20-25 cm from the base

- The flag shape should be reinforced using a lining on the inside of the fabric that gives the flag

the pyramid shape

- Itis prohibited to hang or attach anything other than the flag on the flagpole
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4 - 6 meters

at the halls ¢lela)l J>1s
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Flagpoles
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Indoor flag size chart
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Flag Dimensions Pole Height
Metric mm Meters
2000 x 1000
4.5
2000 x 1000
25
102 x 152
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White flagpoles
only should be
used for outdoors.

alell Slwliog slasl bhde
The flag size chart
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Flagpoles
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Outdoor Usage
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Flagpole height to flag ratios

- The most common way to size the flag is by the height

of the pole
- The flag size should
(kindly follow table)

match the location accordingly

2023

s2ll Sliledl dgs elsd (ssliny3l JulJl

United Arab Emirates Flag Guidelines

ioll dg

8

11




f;.l.?.” C.'Jli slw 5.0
Flagpoles .
3600 mm
2023 i
Outdoor flag size chart
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Flag Dimensions Pole Height
Metric mm Meters
1400 x 700 4.5
1800 x 900 6
2200 x 1100 8
2800 x 1400 9
3000x1500 10
3600 x 1800 12
4500 x 2250 15
5500 x 2750 18
6400 x 3200 21
50530l ©bsLudly alel sl had dlasall Slolall s Josal i of alell Lo
12 Note that this is only a preferred reference chart to the flag poles and flag sizes mentioned.
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Flagpoles
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Flagpole care instructions
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Flagpoles should be cleaned on a
regular basis to avoid discoloring or
staining the flag when being raised

The highest safety standards and
regular maintenance must be
followed to ensure the safety of
individuals raising and lowering the
flag, and to protect the flag from
any accidents that may lead to it
falling off the pole

The flagpole must be examined
for its safety after strong storms
or various climatic fluctuations, to
ensure that it is not exposed to
internal or external damages that
may threaten its cohesion or lead
to its fall
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Different Applications

When using the flag for different
applications the following is to be
applied, while taking into consideration
any laws and guidelines issued by the
President or the Cabinet in regards to
the flag:

Hanging in a street

When hanging the flag in the middle of
a street, it should hang vertically; with
the red part up and the other three parts
down. This way the viewer must face the
flag vertically from whatever direction.

oLl dzyall Slslin Il sl Cexy
le) dliall Sligdaill plsniwl sic
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JSity lalzo oSy of ey ol
el oYl e5adl eSog wSdgle
o JowdU (o553 Bl eli>3lg
lell axlg) of 51 salioll it
ol sl o uoly JSiy

s

e oo bl olse §

o plall il 8350 ol 405 ¢ra sgac le Dol ol ool JSi dgall le Bl ol S

soliall sl Sle sgadl ool 06Sy ol bleba mo Sl 5531 Gl elixlo (LS son ¥l el oS,

On a prominent place within a building

bzl aslgoll

The flag can hang vertically, or at an angle to a pole from a balcony or window, at the height of the
flag. Hanging the flag upright means, the red part must be up and the other three parts are down

so that the black part is to the left of the viewer facing the flag.
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Official visits

The flag should be raised horizontally during
official visits outside the country or during
the visits of official foreign delegations to the
United Arab Emirates.

------
...........................
------------------------------
...............................
..............................
...............................

O
oo e
DY
oo e
o o o o
o o o

On the table

The flag should be placed in front of

the Emirati delegation on the meeting
table where the Emirati delegation is
seated. When the flag of the United Arab
Emirates and the flag of a hosting country
are placed on the table for the signing of
official agreements, the internationally
recognized Position of Honor to the flag
of the host should apply.

Note, the orgnaization flag should not be
used alongside the United Arab Emirates
flag, unless the organization flag is smaller
in size than the country’s flag.
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Military and Sports Uniforms

The flag is placed on military and sports
uniforms in an upright position, with the red
part always starting from the right side when
placed in all positions.

dndsoll

0552 ol ey el Lle plell zbe Jb> &
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Scarves

If the flag is placed on scarves, it should

be vertical, the red part up and the other
three parts facing down, so that the viewer
can always face the flag vertically from any
direction.
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1/3 the distance

Blall Cb5
1/3 the distance

Bl ¢b5
1/3 the distance
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Lowering the flag at half mast
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A flag is lowered to half-mast after the official mournings is announced in the
country following the below:

Empty flagpole: the flag needs to be raised to the top of the pole and slowly
lowered to the middle. The flag should remain in the middle third of the pole, as
shown in the image.

If the flagpole has a raised flag (in most cases), the flag is lowered to the
bottom of the pole and then raised again to the middle third of the pole.

Flags in the country shall be lowered throughout the mourning period specified
for the death of any individual identified by the government. UAE diplomatic
missions and Emirati embassies and consulates abroad must also fly at half-
mast during the official mourning period following a notification from the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs.

If the flag needs to be replaced and taken care of, it must be lowered slowly to
be collected and folded before it touches the ground.

If the flag is raised with the flags of other countries, the flags should all be
lowered simultaneously. If that is not possible, the United Arab Emirates flag
should be the last to be lowered.

The military salute to the country’s flag is performed - by the military and
security personnel - while lowering the flag on the mast. Anyone passing by the
place where the ceremony of lowering the flag is happening, he/she must stand
out of respect for the flag until the end of the ceremony.

The flag must be lowered at once from poles that have been damaged,
regardless of its source, to protect the flag from falling or touching the ground
until the pole is repaired or replaced.

Note: Authorties, organizations and individuals are required to lower flags upon
the announcement of official mourning by the Presidential Court. Flags should
then be raised before the start of the official working hours following the last
day of the official mourning period in the country.




1. The flag must always be clean and ironed.

The flag should be changed regularly to retain its colors
and splendor. The flag should be replaced at once if torn,
damaged, or the color of it has changed

3. The flag must be checked carefully each time it is raised to
ensure it is not damaged, faded, or torn

4. The flag must be checked for its condition after strong
storms or the occurrence of various climatic fluctuations
to ensure its safety and not to be wrapped in a way that
prevents it from fluttering freely.

5. Inthe flag is torn, it shall be replaced regardless of the
percentage of damage in it. In cases of deterioration,
discoloration, and rupture, the flag should slowly be lowered,
folded, and stored in an appropriate place or recycled by
cutting it into pieces so that it no longer represents or
indicates the flag>s shape or the flag. Burning the flag should
strictly be avoided for environmental reasons.

6.  One must refrain from dropping, damaging, or insulting the
flag in any way - such as tearing it, lowering it from where it
was raised, or committing any act that expresses contempt,
hatred, or disrespect towards the flag. Anyone who does so
will be punished under Article 3 of the Federal Decree Law
No. [13] of 20109.

7. The flag should be folded when completing an official mission
or occasion.

8. When the flag is lowered, it must be folded and tied, so it
does not touch the ground. The folded flag must then be
placed in the flag box. (Kindly see steps for folding the flag
on page 22)

Also, kindly consider the following:

- When placing the flag, ensure for it not to touch any other
object when being raised (bushes, trees, gutters, siding,
door, knobs, etc.)

- Anything touching the flag could shorten it's life by causing
early wear and tear of the flag.

Note: Article 3 of the Federal Decree Law No. 2 of 1971,
which was amended by the Federal Decree Law No. 13

of 2019, stipulates that anyone who drops, damages, or
insults the flag of the Federation, or the flag of any of the
member Emirates of the Federation, or the flag of the Gulf
Cooperation Council for Arab States, or the flag of any oth-
er country, in any way, shall be punished with imprisonment
for a period not less than 10 years and not exceeding 25
years, and a fine not less than 500,000 dirhams

Insulting the United Arab Emirates flag is considered a
crime that undermines national security.
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Flag care instructions
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The following instructions show how the flag is folded:

aclehyl Caniio o pledl oy

The flag is folded in half of its height

2.

>3l Bro Caatioll o plell Soby boasy
Then the flag is folded from the middle again

e Caniin Ho plsll Sohy

The flag is folded from the middle of its width

Grniiall (o 533 Br0 alell by
The flag is folded from the middle again
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Incorrect flag usage

elall > § 3] slen ol qlsll Gle gsgy of a3

Lol dsluell Cauniio

No emblem or logo should be placed on the
flag except for the Presidential Flag where the
Country’s emblem is positioned in the middle of
the white space

ol g ol alall Bl 35 e glisadl oy
oS g0 b dule BBLA|

The flag should not have decorated edges or any
additions to whatsoever

.5y25 ol digd 38 8300 Sb alsll plasiol ziay
dw@|>|w|uumub_u>3@ _oiLu

It is prohibited to use the flag in any way that
may insult or damage it, including printing it on
any disposbale materials

Solal Jlio 35132 slga (T Lle plsll alsiniol giay
dolonly dISLsh LSl o]

It is prohibited to use the flag on any edibles
such as sweets or cakes of any form or size
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The proportions, size, and shape of the flag
should not be altered to fit specific uses or
objects, for example:

- Decorative elements

- Typography
- Logos
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